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Tre Govemxuryt or  Brman  established the Mathila
Institute of Post-Graduate Studies and Research 1n Sanpskrit
Learning at Darbhanga 1 1951 with the object, inter-alia,
to promote advanced studies and research in Sanskrit learning,
to bring together the traditional Pandits with their profound
learning and the modern scholars with thewr technique
of research and investigations, to publish works of permanent
value to scholars- This Institute 13 ome of the five others
planned by this Government as a token of their homage to the
tradition of learning and scholarship for which ancient Bibar
was noted Apart from the Mithila Institute, three others have
been established and have been doing useful work during the
ast three or four years—Nalanda Institute of Research and
Post-Graduate Studies in Buddhist Learning and Pali at
Nalanda, K. P, Jayaswal Research Institute at Patna, and the
Bihar Rashtra Bhasha Parishad for research and advanced
studies 1n Hindi at Patna. In the establishment of the Mithila
Institute the State Government received a generous donation
from the Maharajadhiraja of Darbhanga for construction of
the building on a plot of land also donated by him.

As part of this programme of rehabilitating. and re-
orentation of ancient learming and scholarship, the editing
and publication of this volume has been undertaken with co-
operation of scholars in Bibhar and outside, The Government
of Bihar hope to continue to spunsor such projects and trust
that this humble service to the world ot scholarship and
learning would bear fruit in the fulness of time,



PREFACE

TxE following pages which are now presented to the
scholarly world embody the learned commentaries on the
Tatteacintamani of Gange$a Upadhyaya by Paksadhara Misra,
alias Jayadeva Miéra, called Aloka, and by Mahe$a Thakur,
the founder or the Khandava dynasty of the present Mithila
Rajya’on the Aloka, called Darpana. The volume under
publication ends with the Pramanya.ada.

Gange$a Upadhyiya flourished in Mithila in the 13th
century A, b, He is the founder of the Navya-Nyiya School.
He took only one Sttra, seggaRgwEgss: g, Li 3,

from Gautama’s Nyayastitra and wrote his Tattracintamani.
It is divided into four sections, one on each pramana. From the
study of the Taitiacintamani, itis evident that Gangesa was
a keen dialectician and a brilliant controvercialist. He devoted
his energy to the task of expounding problems connected
with the Theory of Knowledge. He did not 'indulge in ary
metaphysical problem. Even the smallsection on the xugata
which has come down to us from his pen, has nothing to do
with ontology. It really forms part of the Anuméana Section.

Science of Debate has a very old history in Indian thought.
It existed even prior to the Upanisads, It was revived with
great vigour by Aksapada Gautama after the Mahanirvana of
of the Buddha Since then great debaters and dialecticians
flourished in India, both among the Buddhists and the non-
Buddhists. The typical method of Gangesa influencéd almost
all the Sastras, and scholars began to take delight in indulgihg
in pure and free dialectics.

Gangesa had a long list of followers beginning with his
own son, Vardhamdna. To write on the Tattvacintamani
was considered a great achievement in the scholarly field.
Mithilda became the great centre of the Neo-Logic School with
Paksadhara Miéra, Viasudeva Misra, Rucipati Upadhyaya,

Raghupati, Bhagiratha and many others. The chain has
remained unbroken, it may be said, even up to the present
generation in Mithild, though the standard has not been
maintained.
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Later on, the study of Neo-logic found a School in
Navadvipa in Bengal. Vasudeva Sarvabhauma of Bengal came
to Mithila and studied Navya-Nydya under Paksadhara
Misra. He was very successful in the Salaka-Pariksa,
the then known method of testing merit 1n Mithild, took
leave of his teacher, went to Bengal and founded a Neo-Logic
School at Navadvipa, It flourished with a host of scholars of
Bengal, such as Raghunitha éiromar}i, Mathuranatha,
Jagadida, Gadadhara and many others. All of them wrote
on the Tatt:acintaman.

The two commentaries published here are very useful.
They explain the text very lucidly without much indulging in
the intricacies of Neo-Logic. The speciality of the Darpana
ltes in the fact that besides  explaining the hines of the Aloka,
t also explains almost all the points of the Cintamani which
rave been left unexplained in the Aloka. Thus, both these
sommentaries, supplementing each other, enable the students
o understand the text easily.

As it may take a long time to complete the entire work,
: was thought proper to 1ssue only the Pramanyavada for the
resent.

‘The present edition is based on the manuscripts in
ossession of the Government Sanskrit College, Banaras, of the
ite Pandit Hemaraj Sharma, Rajguru of Nepal, and of my
wn collection. I am thankful to the Officer-in-charge of the
Jarbhanga Raj Library who gave us an opportunity to compare
ur manuscripts with the Ra manuscript. I am grateful to
1 those who have helped me to see the *volume through the
ress, particularly, Pandit Shashinath Jha and Professor
nantalal Thakur, both of the Mithila Institute, Darbhanga.

Tirabhukti

Allahabad UMESHA MISHRA
Maxch 6, 1957
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